
2020 New Testament Reading Plan
Living Hope Fellowship, Chico

Directed Study, Week 6
Mark 8‒14 

Pattern of discipleship
Chapters 8, 9, & 10 each have a similar outline. Jesus foretells his death, his disciples don't 
get what he's talking about, then Jesus teaches them about discipleship. The following chart 
is helpful to see this at a glance. These are central chapters for Mark's thesis building up to 
the capstone at the end of chapter 10.

1. What connections and similarities do you find between these three chapters in content?

2. Noting repeated themes in these 3 chapters, what might be Mark's emphasis about Christ 
and subsequently his followers?

Servant
I would argue that 10:42-45 is Mark's central thesis: Jesus is the prime example of a Servant 
and his service is exemplified by his death as a substitute for sinners. This emphasis of Jesus
as servant is all the more striking considering that Mark was a rich kid with servants of his 
own growing up. The Jerusalem church met in his mother's home and they at least had one 
servant, Rhoda (see Acts 12:12-13).

3. Did you catch Jesus teaching his disciples about being a servant in chapters 8-10?

Discipleship
Mark is also a gospel about discipleship. Jesus is very interested in equipping his disciples, 
teaching them (look out for teaching terms), and transferring ministry to them.

4. What are some ways that Jesus instructs his disciples in chapters 8-14? Does Jesus teach 
his disciples alone, by healing someone, in crowds, or something else? Does Jesus' primary 
audience change throughout these chapters, especially from 11 on (last week of Christ's life)?


